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Annual  Report  on  the  Medical  and  Health 

Department,  1945 


L—  Administration 

Dr.  A.  C.  d'Arifat,  Deputy  Director  of  the  Department  went  on 
leave  on  1st  December,  1945,  prior  to  retirement. 

Dr.  L,  M.  J.  R.  Pilot,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Port  Louis,  was 
appointed  acting  Deputy  Director  on  3rd  December,  1945. 

Dr.  V.  P.  Goupille  acting  Health  Officer  Plaines  Wilhems  District 
and  Dr.  M.  Rousset,  Medical  Officer  Grade  II  resigned  on  5th  April  and 
31st  October  respectively. 

Dr.  R.  Lavoipierre  was  appointed  Medical  Officer  of  Health  Plaines 
Wilhems  on  1st  April,  1945,  having  been  relieved  of  his  duties  of 
Medical  Officer  Detainment  Camp  by  Dr.  A.  Vellin. 

The  Colony  was  subjected  to  three  cyclones  in  the  early  months  of 
the  year.  The  first  (16th  and  17th  January)  had  devastating  results 
although  the  actual  loss  of  life  was  fortunately  small.  The  second 
occurred  a  fortnight  later  and  completed  the  damage  caused  by  its 
predecessor.  Large  numbers  of  people  were  rendered  homeless  and 
had  to  be  housed  and  fed  in  temporary  quarters.  This  catastrophe  may 
have  been  one  of  the  causes  of  the  explosive  nature  ot  the  epidemic  of 
acute  poliomyelitis.  These  cyclones  were  responsible  for  a  marked 
deterioration  in  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Colony. 

During  1945,  five  male  and  six  female  hospital  students  qualified  as 
dressers  and  nurses. 

Five  male  and  seventeen  female  hospital  students  were  enlisted  for 
training. 

Six  sanitary  cadets  were  also  enlisted  for  training. 

II.-— Legal 

The  following  legislation  was  passed  during  1945 — - 

Proclamations  Nos.  6  and  36,  made  under  Art.  4  of  the  Public 
Health  (Amendment)  Ordinance  1932  for  the  closing  of  St.  Julien 
private  abattoir. 

Proclamation  No.  8,  made  under  Art.  78  of  Part  IV  ( c )  of  the 
Public  Health  Ordinance  1925,  to  direct  that  Arts.  79  to  85  of  Part  IV 
( c )  of  the  Public  Health  Ordinance  1925  be  put  in  force  in  the  Colony 
respecting  infantile  paralysis. 

Government  Notice  No.  62,  being  Regulations  made  under  Article  10 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Ordinance  1940,  and  styled  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(compounded  spirits)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1945. 
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Government  Notice  No.  16,  being  Regulations  made  undei  Arts.  79- 
80  of  Part  IV  (c)  of  the  Public  Health  Ordinance,  1925,  and  styled  the 
Public  Health  (Infantile  Paralysis  Control)  Regulations,  1945. 

Government  Notice  No.  109,  being  Regulations  made  to  repeal 
Government  Notice  No.  76. 

Government  Notice  No.  169,  styled  the  Defence  (Compulsory 
Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases)  Regulations,  1945,  being  Regulations 
made  under  the  Emergency  Powers  (Defence)  Acts  1939-40,  as  applied 
to  Mauritius  by  the  Emergency  Powers  (Colonial  Defence)  Order-in- 
Council,  1939,  and  the  Emergency  Powers  (Colonial  Defence) 
(Amendment)  Order-in-Council,  1940. 

Government  Notice  No.  1,096,  being  Regulations  made  under  Art.  161 
of  the  Public  Health  Ordinance,  1925,  respecting  the  appointment  of  a 
new  private  cemetery  at  Medine,  Camp  de  Masque,  in  the  District  of 
Flacq. 

Government  Notice  No.  1,166,  being  Regulations  made  under  Art. 
161  of  the  Public  Health  Ordinance,  1925,  respecting  the  appointment 
of  a  new  private  cemetery  at  Bon  Air  Estate,  in  the  District  of 
Pamplemousses. 

III. — Financial 

The  revenue  of  the  Colony  for  the  financial  year  1944-45  was 
Rs.  34,713,516.  Of  which  Rs.  131,440.  was  received  through  the 
Medical  and  Health  Department. 

The  expenditure  on  Medical  and  Sanitary  Services  was  Rs.  1,989,914. 

IV.— Public  Health 

1.  The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  hospitals  was  27,321  as 
compared  with  28,042  for  the  previous  year,  and  the  number  of 
attendances  at  dispensaries  and  out-patient  departments  of  the  hospitals 
was  293,621. 

The  number  of  cases  of  malignant  diseases  admitted  to  the  public 
hospitals  was  262. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Colony  from  cancer  and  other 
tumours  is  reported  by  the  Registrar  General  to  be  53. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  appeared  in  severe  epidemic  form  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  The  first  cases  were  notified  from  Rose  Hill  area 
during  February,  and  the  peak  in  this  area  was  reached  in  the  first  week 
of  March.  Other  districts  were  affected  in  the  order  of  their  degree  of 
contact  with  Rose  Hill.  The  peak  of  the  epidemic  was  reached  in  the 
third  week  of  March.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  in  1945  was 
1,103.  There  were  80  deaths. 

Assistance  was  forthcoming  from  the  United  Kingdom  and  from 
some  of  the  African  Colonies.  Professor  J.  R.  Seddon  arrived  on 
14th  April  and  assumed  clinical  charge  of  all  cases  in  the  Colony.  A 
hospital  was  set  up  at  Floreal  staffed  by  a  Medical  Officer  and  a  Matron 
from  Tanganyika  and  Uganda  respectively,  and  by  a  physiotherapist  who 
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accompanied  Professor  Seddon  from  England.  The  services  of  a 
nursing  sister  were  obtained  by  the  courtesy  of  the  D.  N.  S.  East  Africa 
Command.  The  nursing  staff  was  recruited  from  members  of 
detachments  of  the  Mauritius  Branch  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

Accompanying  Professor  Seddon  was  Dr.  C.  Me  Farlan  to  conduct 
an  epidemiological  investigation  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council.  The  following  summary  of  epidemiological  findings  is  quoted 
from  his  report — 

“  The  epidemic  was  an  outbreak  of  an  endemic  disease.  It  began  in 
the  Rose  Hill  district  in  February.  Malnutrition,  overcrowding 
and  an  increased  prevalence  of  intestinal  disease  were  present 
all  over  the  island  at  the  time.  The  localisation  of  the  origin 
of  the  epidemic  suggests  that  in  one  area  the  virus,  to  adapt  a 
phrase  used  by  Dr.  C.  H.  Andrewes,  “  got  its  teeth,”  becoming 
more  invasive  and  more  pathogenic. 

Infection  spread  over  the  island  by  the  first  week  of  March  mainly 
by  means  of  healthy  adult  male  carriers.  Subsequent  spread 
was  most  probably  due  to  other  carriers,  both  adults  and 
school  children,  and  to  spread  from  cases.  Contact  in  the 
widest  sense  was  the  most  significant  factor.  Spread  from 
faeces  by  flies  or  by  contamination  of  food  played  some 
part,  but  the  general  picture  of  the  epidemics  in  villages  was 
suggestive  of  contact  spread. 

The  short  duration  of  the  main  wave  and  the  rapidity  of  spread  of 
infection  are  most  easily  explained  by  assuming  that  the 
commonest  result  of  infection  with  poliomyelitis  virus  is  an 
infection  probably  of  the  oropharynx  with  an  incubation  period 
of  two  or  three  days/' 


2.  Malaria. — (a)  The  total  number  of  patients  suffering  from  malaria 
admitted  to  the  hospitals  was  3,244,  a  decrease  of  268  over  the  figure  for 
the  previous  year.  The  case  mortality  was  4’57  per  cent. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Colony  from  malaria  and  malarial 
cachexia,  3,534,  is  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  8*34  per  1,000  living. 
The  rate  for  1944  was  6*95  per  1,000. 

( b )  The  routine  activities  of  the  department  have  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  Three  cyclones  visited  the  Island  in  January, 
February  and  April.  The  first  and  second  caused  great  interference 
with  the  flow  of  rivers  and  streams  by  reason  of  fallen  trees  and  displaced 
boulders  with  resulting  flooding  and  swamp  formation. 

All  labour  employed  on  antimalarial  works  was  temporarily  diverted 
to  clearing  these  blocked  water  courses  and  to  repairing  damage  done. 
The  subsiding  of  the  waters  showed  that  comparatively  little  damage 
had  been  caused  to  the  works  carried  out  by  the  Department  in  recent 
years  despite  the  violence  of  the  storms. 
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The  “  cantonnier  ”  system  of  routine  control  is  gradually  being 
replaced  by  the  employment  of  small  labour  gangs  under  a  controller. 
The  cantonnier  was  in  reality  a  job-contractor  who  was  paid  Rs.  15  per 
month  to  maintain  a  given  stretch  of  stream  or  river.  Apart  from  the 
inefficient  manner  in  which  this  maintenance  was  performed,  the  system 
was  unsatisfactory  since  it  did  not  take  account  of  all  natural  water 
nuisances  affecting  the  population  at  risk.  The  policy  has  been  to 
replace  cantonniers  by  small  gangs  of  five  labourers  under  a  headman  in 
areas  where  adequate  supervision  could  be  ensured.  This  was  put  into 
effect  in  1945  in  the  districts  of  Plaine  Wilhems,  Moka,  Grand  Port  and 
parts  of  Savane  and  Black  River.  It  has  been  possible  not  only  to  obtain 
better  results  on  the  water-courses  previously  under  the  care  of 
cantonniers  but  also  to  extend  the  areas  under  control  to  a  marked 
extent.  In  these  districts  151  cantonniers  costing  the  Colony  Rs.  2,446 
per  annum  have  been  replaced  by  16  gangs  costing  Rs.  4,200.  The 
increase  would  be  negligible  were  it  not  that  under  the  new  system  war 
bonus  is  paid  whereas  cantonniers  were  not  entitled  to  this. 

This  substitution  of  Cantonniers  by  the  employment  of  small 
permanent  gangs  has  given  satisfactory  results.  These  gangs  are 
responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  works  already  completed,  and  for  that 
of  any  new  works  which  may  be  undertaken.  They  work  to  a  regular 
programme  designed  to  ensure  that  every  area  in  these  districts  is  cleaned 
at  regular  intervals. 

Apart  from  Government  measures,  a  considerable  amount  of 
antimalarial  work  has  been  performed  by  a  number  of  Estates,  and  by  a 
few  village  Communities  which  have  formed  self-supported  committees 
with  a  view  to  doing  what  they  can  for  themselves.  These  committees 
receive  guidance  and  assistance,  when  required,  from  the  department. 

Of  the  new  works  executed  during  the  year,  the  following  may  be 
mentioned — 


Plaines  Wilhems  District 


Eau  Bleue  River  Canalization 

Seche  River  Canalization  . 

Plaines  Wilhems  River 

Victor  Canal  ...  . 

Moka  District 

Montagne  Ory  Drain  Canalization  ... 


815  feet 
443  feet 
2675  feet 
1025  feet 


2470  feet 


Pamplemousses  District 

River  Citron  Canalization .  2875  feet 

Ruisseau  Sec  Terre  Rouge .  105  feet 

Bambous  District 

Canalizations  of  Rivers  and  Streams  ...  3420  feet 


Grand  Port  District 

Routine  control  has  been  carried  out  throughout  the  year. 


3.  Filariasis. — 33  and  76  cases  of  filariasis  were  treated  in  hospitals 
and  dispensaries  respectively  in  1945. 
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4.  Plague. — No  case  of  plague  occurred  during  the  year. 

Smallpox. — There  has  been  no  indigenous  smallpox  since  1913. 
10,300  children  were  vaccinated  during  1945  by  the  public  vaccinators. 

The  statistics  are  as  follows — 

Successful  vaccinations  on  first  attendance  ...  7,731 

Successful  vaccinations  on  second  and  subsequent 

attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,504 

- 9,235 

Unsuccessful  vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  936 

Vaccinations  in  which  results  could  not  be  obtained  ...  129 

10,300 


The  proportion  of  children  vaccinated  by  Government  vaccinators 
to  live  births  is  63*22  per  cent. 

With  reference  to  this  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  an  appreciable 
number  of  infants  are  vaccinated  by  private  practitioners  and  are  not 
included  in  the  abovementioned  figures. 

6.  Enteric  Fever. — There  were  315  cases  of  enteric  fever  notified  in 
the  Colony  during  1945.  September  and  November  were  the  months 
of  highest  incidence. 

7.  Diphtheria. — 34  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  1945.  The 
disease  occurs  sporadically ;  no  epidemic  outbreaks  have  been  recorded 
for  years.  It  is  generally  mild. 

8.  Diseases  and  accidents  associated  with  the  Puerperal  state, — * 
Though  various  non-communicable  conditions  are  included  in  these 
statistics  it  is  convenient  to  group  them  under  one  head  since  their 
significance  lies  in  revealing  certain  causes  of  maternal  and  infantile 
mortality. 

266  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  the  puerperal  state. 

5  cases  of  puerperal  septicaemia,  of  which  2  proved  fatal,  were 
treated  in  hospital,  a  case  mortality  of  40  per  cent. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  (the  ratio  of  the  number  of  deaths 
ascribed  to  the  puerperal  state  to  the  total  number  of  births  including 
still-births)  was  14*96  per  1,000  in  1945  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  8*75 
per  1,000  for  the  previous  year. 

9.  Erysipelas. — 29  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  44  in  1944. 
7  deaths  were  registered. 

10.  Tuberculosis. — Of  the  IS, 277  deaths  of  1945,  242  were  due  to 
tuberculosis. 

11.  Leprosy. — The  disease  is  well  under  control  and  appears  to  be 
in  regression. 
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One  meeting  of  the  Leprosy  Board  was  held  during  the  year.  Six 
patients  were  admitted  to  the  Leper  Hospital,  all  of  which  were  re¬ 
admissions. 


12.  Venereal  Diseases. — 289  cases  of  admissions  for  syphilis  and  11 
deaths  from  this  disease  were  recorded  from  the  hospitals  during  the 
year,  75  cases  of  gonorrhaea  were  treated,  and  61  cases  of  soft  chancre. 


13.  Ankylostomiasis. — 10,116  cases  were  treated  in  hospitals  and 
dispensaries,  and  the  number  of  deaths  in  hospital  ascribed  to  that 
disease  was  49. 

The  shortage  of  medical  officers  resulted  in  a  curtailment  of  work 
by  the  Hookworm  Unit  which  was  confined  to  weekly  treatments  at 
Curepipe. 


14.  Schistosomiasis. — 36  cases  were  treated  in  the  hospitals  during 
the  year  and  511  at  the  dispensaries. 


V. — Deficiency  Diseases 

The  following  deficiency  diseases  were  recorded  during  the  year. 


Total  cases  of  Deficiency  Diseases  treated  in  hospital — 

Beri-beri  .  5  Avitaminosis  “B” .  Ill 

Rickets  ...  ...  7  Avitaminosis  undetermined  ...  313 

Avitaminosis  “A”...  33  Pellagra'  . 188 

Scurvy  .  3 


Total  number  of  attendances  at  Dispensaries  for  Deficiency 
Diseases — 


Rickets 

...  21 

Pellagra  . 

...  319 

Beri-beri 

•  •  • 

...  38 

Avitaminosis  “B” 

66 

Scurvy 

•  •  • 

...  23 

Avitaminosis  undetermined 

...  233 

The  food  situation  continued  to  be  a  cause  of  anxiety  and  the 
general  lowering  of  the  health  standard  and  of  resistance  to  disease  due 
to  privation  is  reflected  in  the  vital  statistics  for  1945. 

The  loss  of  the  services  of  the  Nutrition  Officer,  Mr.  Frank  Wilson, 
and  the  necessity  of  diverting  the  services  of  his  staff  to  deal  with  the 
poliomyelitis  epidemic  resulted  in  the  suspension  of  the  activities  of  the 
Nutrition  Unit  which  during  the  war  years  had  served  a  most  useful 
purpose.  It  is  hoped  to  secure  in  the  coming  year  the  services  of  a 
Nutrition  Officer  from  the  United  Kingdom. 


VI. — Vital  Statistics 

1.  Estimated  population  of  Mauritius  on  the  30th  June  1945: 
423,570.  Area  in  square  miles  is  720  ;  and  the  density  of  population 
per  quare  mile  is  588*29. 

2.  Marriages. — 2,548  marriages  were  celebrated  in  1945,  as  compared 
with  2,737  in  1944 ;  showing  a  decrease  of  189.  This  is  equivalent  to  a 
marriage  rate  (number  of  persons  married  to  every  thousand  of 
population)  of  12*0  per  1,000,  against  13*05  per  1,000  in  1944. 
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3.  Births. — The  total  number  of  births  for  the  year  was  16,290 

(males  8,184,  and  females  8,106).  4,951  of  these  occurred  in  the 

General  and  11,339  in  the  Indian  population.  The  birth  rate  was  38*3 
against  43’52  per  1,000  in  1944. 

4.  Deaths. — During  the  year  1945  the  total  number  of  deaths  was 
15,277  (males  7,995  and  females  7,282)  ;  4,415  in  the  General  and 
10,862  in  the  Indian  population.  The  number  is  an  increase  of  3,922 
over  the  total  deaths  of  1944. 

The  death  rate  for  the  Colony  was  36*1  compared  with  27*07  for 

1944,  and  with  26*19  per  1,000  for  the  quinquennial  period  preceding 

1945.  The  month  of  maximum  mortality  was  July,  whilst  in  1944  it 
was  May. 

5.  The  following  table  exhibits  the  causes  of  deaths  and  rates 
classified  according  to  the  “  Manual  of  International  List  of  Causes  of 
Death  ”  adopted  by  the  Registrar  General  of  England  (based  on  the 
Fifth  Decennial  Commission,  Paris,  1938) — 


Group 

No.  of 
deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000 

1.  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases . 

•  •  • 

4,898 

...  11*6 

2.  Cancer  and  other  tumours  . 

•  •  . 

53 

T 

3.  Rheumatism,  diseases  of  nutrition,  etc . 

•  •  • 

178 

•4 

4.  Diseases  of  the  blood  and  bloodforming  organs... 

•  . . 

894 

...  21 

5.  Chronic  poisoning  and  intoxication  . 

. .  . 

2 

0 

6.  Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  and  sense  organs 

... 

402 

•9 

7.  Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

•  •  • 

234 

•6 

8.  Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

... 

1,538 

...  36 

9.  Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  . 

... 

2,285 

...  5-4 

10.  Diseases  of  the  urinary  and  genital  system  (not  venereal 
or  connected  with  pregnancy  or  the  puerperium)  ... 

566 

...  1-3 

11.  Diseases  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth  and  the  puerperal 
state  •••  « • «  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

266 

'6 

12.  Diseases  of  the  skin  and  cellular  tissue . 

•  •  . 

85 

•2 

13.  Diseases  of  bones  and  organs  of  movement 

... 

7 

0 

14.  Congenital  malformations 

•  •  • 

5 

'0 

15.  Diseases  peculiar  to  the  first  year  of  life 

•  •  • 

1,427 

...  3-4 

16.  Senility,  old  age 

•  •  • 

583 

...  1-4 

17.  Death  from  violence 

•  •  • 

239 

...  ’6 

18.  Ill-defined  causes  of  death  ...  . 

•  •  • 

1,617 

...  3'8 

Total 

■  •  • 

15,277 

6.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  occurring  in  any  year  for  every  thousand  live 
births  registered  during  the  year. 

The  infantile  rate  for  1945  was  188*0  per  1,000  as  compared  with 
141*0  per  1,000  for  1944. 

7.  A  still-birth  is  defined  by  the  Registrar  General  as  “a  child  born 
dead  at  or  after  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy  ” 
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The  number  of  still-births  registered  during  1945  is  as  under — 

Males  ...  ...  .  822 

Females  .  662 

1,484 


It  is  equivalent  to  9’1  per  cent,  of  live  births  for  the  same  period, 
as  compared  with  7*2  per  cent  for  1944. 

8.  While  the  succession  of  devastating  cyclones  in  the  early  months 
of  the  year  was  bound  to  have  an  influence  on  the  health  of  the 
population  in  general  it  does  not  of  itself  account  for  the  marked 
deterioration  reflected  in  the  vital  statistics  of  the  Registrar  General.  The 
death  rate  for  the  Colony  was  36*10  as  compared  with  an  average  of  28*3 
for  the  period  1936-1945.  In  1941  the  death  rate  for  the  Indian 
population  was  26*2  and  for  the  General  population  24*4  per  1,000.  In 
1945  the  figures  were  respectively  40*4  and  28*5.  While,  therefore, 
there  has  been  a  significant  increase  in  both  communities,  it  has  been 
the  Indian  population,  from  which  the  bulk  of  the  labour  of  the  Colony 
is  obtained,  which  has  been  most  adversely  affected. 

There  is  no  significant  difference  between  the  mortality  rates  of 
males  and  females  nor  in  those  of  individual  districts  and  it  may  therefore 
be  assumed  that  one  factor  has  been  operating  throughout. 

The  death  rate  from  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  in  1941  was  2*69  per 
1,000  of  the  population  and  in  1945  it  was  4*65  ;  deaths  due  to  diseases 
of  early  infancy  rose  from  63*89  in  1941  to  87*60  per  1,000  live  births  in 
1945  ;  deaths  due  to  the  puerperal  state  rose  from  9*50  to  14*97  per 
1,000  total  births  ;  the  percentage  of  still-births  to  live  births  in  the 
Indian  Population  was  10*4  in  1945  as  compared  with  9*4  in  1941. 
Nutritional  anaemias,  particularly  maerocytic  anaemia,  are  widespread  as 
are  other  manifestations  of  malnutrition  and  under  nourishment  and  the 
risk  of  serious  epidemic  disease  is  grave  and  while  the  difficulties  of  the 
world  situation  are  fully  recognised,  the  urgent  requirements  of  an 
isolated  population  dependant  largely  on  imports  for  its  food  supply  are 
deserving  of  special  consideration. 

VII. — Food  and  Drugs  in  relation  to  Health  and  Disease 

There  are  six  public  and  four  private  abattoirs  in  the  Colony.  The 
public  abattoirs  administered  by  the  Municipality  of  Port  Louis,  the 
Board  of  Beau  Bassin — Rose  Hill,  and  Curepipe,  are  each  controlled 
by  a  Veterinary  Officer.  The  other  abattoirs  are  conducted  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Staff. 

It  may  be  said  that  on  the  whole  the  foodstuffs  marketed  are 
wholesome  and  of  good  quality.  The  only  condition  found  with  any 
frequency  in  the  meat  trade  is  tuberculosis.  Cestode  infection  is 
uncommon  among  cattle,  and  it  is  very  rare  in  human  beings. 

Milk  on  the  other  hand  is  seldom  purchaseable  in  its  normal  state 
and,  despite  measures  of  control,  sophistication  is  widespread. 
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VIII. — Port  Health  Work  and  Administration 

The  following  table  summarises  the  work  done  by  the  Port  Sanitary 
Authority — 


Vessels  arriving . 

Sailing 

craft 

15 

Steamers 

97 

Crews  examined . 

— 

3,597 

Passengers  examined  . 

178 

...  3,097 

Vessels  given  pratique  on  arrival  . 

15 

51 

Vessels  given  pratique  after  disinfection  of  the 
linen  and  effects  of  the  passengers,  crew, 
fumigation  and  disinfection  of  the  forecastle 

34 

Vessels  given  pratique  after  disinfection  of 
linen,  etc.,  and  claytonisation  of  cargo  ... 

— 

11 

Vessels  arriving  from  infected  ports  . 

— 

46 

Vessels  detained  for  purposes  of  disinfection 
and  fumigation  on  account  of  plague, 
cholera  or  smallpox  ...  . 

1 

There  has  been  36  civil  aircrafts  that  have  arrived  in  the  Colony, 
with  523  passengers.  87  of  these  passengers,  coming  from  infected 
areas,  were  put  under  surveillance. 

IX. — Hospitals 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  the 
hospitals  of  the  Colony  :  27,321  against  28,042  for  the  previous  year. 
The  number  of  confinements  conducted  in  hospitals  was  1,265  against 
1,164  for  1944. 

The  number  of  estate  hospitals  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  36. 

2.  The  professional  work  of  the  hospitals  is  summarised  in  the 
table  at  the  end.  In  the  rural  districts,  the  principal  causes  of  admission 
to  hospitals  are  malaria,  injuries,  abscesses,  skin  diseases,  anaemia, 
diarrhoea  and  enteritis. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  hospital  during  1945  is  as  under,  for  the 


following  diseases — 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (over  2  years  of  age) .  ...  206 

Malaria  . 149 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Congenital  debility  (children  under  one  year) .  62 

Deficiency  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  two  years)  ...  .  29 
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X. — Dispensary  Returns 

The  dispensaries  and  the  hospital  out-patient  departments  were 
consulted  by  male  patients  150,840  times  and  by  female  patients  142,781 
times :  total  293,621. 

The  number  of  new  cases  amounted  during  the  year  to  225,074.  In 
1944,  219,468  were  recorded. 

The  statistics  of  the  number  of  new  cases  seen  at  hospital  out-patient 
departments  and  at  dispensaries  are  not  accurate  owing  to  the  difficulty 
frequently  experienced  in  deciding  whether  a  case  should  be  registered 
as  a  new  case  or  as  a  reappearance.  The  most  reliable  figures  are  those 
of  attendances. 

XI. — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

I  As  in  the  case  of  Government  Institutions,  shortage  of  nursing  staff 
is  a  severe  handicap.  Mothercraft  training  and  home  visiting  are 
reported  to  have  suffered  and  the  latter  is  probably  largely  responsible 
for  the  falling  off  of  attendance  at  the  clinics  by  mothers  and  infants. 

Three  qualified  midwives  are  employed  by  Government.  They 
made  2,188  visits  and  attended  495  confinements. 

Sixteen  midwives  are  under  training  in  Government  Centres  on 
behalf  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Society. 

XII. — General 

Bacteriological  Laboratory. — Good  work  was  performed  at  this 
institution. 

The  number  of  specimen  examined  were — 

Medical  division  ...  .  .  17,177 

Chemical  division  .  .  3,345 

Prisons. — The  general  hygiene  in  the  prisons  has  been  maintained 
at  its  usual  satisfactory  standard. 

CONCLUSION 

My  thanks  are  due  to  individual  officers  of  the  department  for  their 
kind  and  active  co-operation  and  assistance  throughout  the  year. 

A.  Rankine,  Directory 

Uth  September.  1946  Medical  and  Health  Department. 
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Main  Causes  of 

Morbidity  in  Relation  to  in-Patients 

at  Hospitals  1945 

Diseases 

1945 

Diseases 

1945 

Malaria 

...  3,244  / 

Ankylostomiasis 

..  765  ' 

Injuries 

...  2,445 

Bronchitis 

..  565 

Abscesses  ...  . 

...  2,128/ 

Eye  Diseases 

..  56Q/* 

Skin  Disease^  (other  than  Scabies)...  1,680^ 

Tuberculosis 

..  493  / 

Anaemia 

...  1,670  / 

Pneumonia 

..  375^ 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

...  1,349/ 

Syphilis... 

..  289  * 

Dysentery 

881  A 

Diseases  of  Teeth  and  Gums... 

..  262 

Main  Causes  of  Morbidity  in  Relation  to  out-Patients 
Hospitals  and  Dispensaries  (1st  Attendances  only) 

AT 

Diseases 

1945 

Disccses 

1945 

Malaria 

...  47,667/ 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis 

6,379-^ 

Diseases  of  Teeth  and  Gums 

...  24,896 

Scabies 

6,081 

Influenza  ... 

...  24,869 

Dysentery 

6,072  / 

Anaemia  ... 

...  9,769  / 

Skin  Diseases  (other  than  Scabies)... 

4,586 

Ankylostomiasis 

...  9,35l/ 

Bronchitis  . 

3,129  / 

Dyspepsia 

...  7,626 

Eye  Diseases  ... 

3,088  - 

Abscesses... 

...  7,575. 

Asthma 

2,241 

Injuries 

...  7,441 

Tuberculosis  ... 

851 

Ascariasis... 

...  7,293 

Syphilis 

773 

Rheumatism  . 

...  6,401  S 

Schistosomiasis 

511  ^ 

5079/11/46— 225 
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